Anti‐Doping Law Flouted By Ban On Armstrong
According to experts, the decision of the United States Anti‐Doping Agency (USADA) to ban @Lance
Armstrong and stripping him of his seven Tour de France wins rides roughshod over established anti‐
doping rules.
Many sport law specialists have remarked that the anti‐doping agency report that triggered the downfall
of the disgraced cyclist and the endorsement of the same by the governing body of cycling, UCI, ignored
the statute of limitations that ordinarily applies in such cases.
Lance Armstrong was banned for life and stripped of all his titles. His results after August 1998 were
annulled and all his sponsors, including Nike, left him. This was after former teammates of the cyclist
(Frankie Andreu, Michael Barry, Tom Danielson, Tyler Hamilton, George Hincapie, Floyd Landis, Levi
Leipheimer, Stephen Swart, Christian Vande Velde, Jonathan Vaughters, and David Zabriskie)
condemned him with sworn eyewitness testimonies saying that Armstrong used and even encouraged
the use of performance enhancing drugs and even threatened those who refused to take drugs by
telling them their place in the team will be given to someone else.
Now the specialists suggest that Armstrong may even have grounds for making an appeal to the Court of
Arbitration for Sport over the decision.
Antonio Rigozzi, a doping law professor at the university of Neuchatel in Switzerland, said the case is
certainly unique in its scale but it is not a reason not to apply or even ignore the (anti‐doping) rules, as
we have seen.
According to anti‐doping rules, there is a limit of eight years to bring alleged violation cases but
eyebrows were raised in legal circles about the agreements made with the former teammates of the
cyclist to testify against him.
Alexis Schoeb, a Swiss lawyer specializing in sport, remarked that the fact that former cyclists who are
currently owning up the use of drugs are treated in another way and the eight‐year limitation has been
respected while there is no such rule in the case of Lance Armstrong and this surely suggests that there
is a touch of double standards.
USADA pulled off a political coup by allowing access to the public on its website to a very detailed report
that practically made any appeal doomed to failure, French lawyer Jean‐Jacques Bertrand said and
added that dispassionate judges who apply the law as it stands are required for handling this case.
Meanwhile, more humiliation is on the way for Armstrong as his effigy will be burned at a Kent town's
annual bonfire celebration to mark a failed 1605 plot to blow up parliament and kill King James I. A 30ft
(9m) model of the Texan rider will go up in flames in Edenbridge. With this, the cyclist joins the list of
Cherie Blair, Katie Price, Gordon Brown, Mario Balotelli, Wayne Rooney, former French president
Jacques Chirac, ex‐British prime minister Tony Blair, Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein, and Russell Brand;
effigies of all of them were burned in the past. Armstrong's effigy holds a sign reading: "For Sale ‐‐
Racing Bike. No longer required." The effigy of Lance Armstrong also sports a badge around its neck that
says "Jim Fixed It For Me", a reference to the late British television presenter Jimmy Savile who was
accused of widespread child sex abuse.

