Lance Armstrong Grilled Under Oath
Lance Armstrong was recently forced to provide sworn videotaped testimony about his doping
history. The deposition day for the disgraced former cyclist came as part of a fraud case filed
against him by SCA Promotions, a sports insurance company in Dallas.
Armstrong made a request to the Texas appeals court and the Texas Supreme Court for stopping
the deposition from happening but his request was rejected by both courts. This forced the excyclist to provide answers to questions raised by SCA Promotions attorney Jeffrey Tillotson, who
is the sole opposing attorney to interview Lance Armstrong under oath about doping. Tillotson
also questioned the cyclist under oath when he denied doping and lied about using banned
performance enhancing drugs in 2005-06.
SCA Promotions has filed the lawsuit against Lance Armstrong and is seeking the return of $12
million in costs and bonuses it paid him for winning the Tour de France in 2002-04. This case
was thereafter moved to arbitration and a panel is expected to hear the case after some weeks.
Lance Armstrong was subpoenaed for the deposition as part of the process for gathering
evidence before the hearing.
The cyclist is also facing a separate fraud lawsuit filed by the federal government. In this case,
prosecutors are seeking more than $96 million from Lance Armstrong and Armstrong’s former
teammate Floyd Landis, who accused Armstrong of doping and encouraging doping within the
USPS team, and may get a share any award under the U.S. whistleblower law. The cyclist was
expected to testify under oath at a June 23 deposition in Austin but the judge in this
whistleblower suit accusing Lance Armstrong put on hold a deposition of the former cyclist.
Originally brought by former teammate Floyd Landis in June 2010, this lawsuit was joined in
part by the Justice Department in February 2013. Singer Sheryl Crow, the former girlfriend of
Armstrong, is listed as a government witness besides Armstrong's ex-wife, Kristin Armstrong.
Cyclists Frankie Andreu, George Hincapie, Tyler Hamilton, and Floyd Landis may be part of a list
of potential witnesses against Armstrong. The case is U.S. v. Tailwind Sports Corp., 10-cv-00976,
U.S. District Court, District of Columbia (Washington).
The 42-year-old former cyclist, who won a record seven consecutive Tour de France titles, was
banned for life and stripped of his Tour de France victories after the United States Anti-Doping
Agency found Armstrong guilty of using banned drugs. Armstrong later confessed to doping in
January last year during a televised interview with Oprah Winfrey.
Armstrong sued SCA Promotions in 2004 by claiming a breach of contract after the sports
insurance company refused to pay his bonus for winning the Tour de France. SCA Promotions
withheld the payment and claimed Lance Armstrong cheated to win the race. In a testimony in
2005, the ex-cyclist said he "never" used performance enhancing drugs and race the bike
straight up fair and square. With help of the false testimony, Armstrong was able to win a $7.5
million settlement from the company in 2006. Terms of the settlement agreement stipulated
that this case could not be reopened.

