UCI Efforts To Stamp Out Doping Applauded By IOC
Anti-doping efforts initiated by UCI, the world governing body of cycling, have impressed the
president of the International Olympic Committee, Thomas Bach.
The IOC remarked Brian Cookson, the UCI president, and other UCI officials met Bach in
Lausanne and briefed him on measures for protecting clean athletes and the integrity of the
sport of cycling. Bach remarked the efforts of UCI to protect their sport from manipulation of
any kind, in particular doping were indeed impressive.
Bach spoke positively of the progress being made by the UCI after having a meeting with the UCI
President, UCI director-general Martin Gibbs, and IOC counterpart Christophe De Kepper in
Lausanne. Bach remarked the UCI informed me of all the measures they are taking to protect
their sport from manipulation of any kind, in particular doping and added these efforts are
indeed impressive. The International Olympic Committee President added it was great to see all
the stakeholders equally committed to the fight for clean athletes and remarked we also
discussed the UCI's contributions to Olympic Agenda 2020, which will be looked at in even
greater detail by Working Groups, and we are thankful for their input.
Cookson thanked Bach for a positive discussion covering a range of issues and said it was very
useful to talk with him on the Olympic Agenda 2020 review and, in particular, discuss how
cycling can play its role in those plans. Cookson also said among other things we believe cycling
can be a big part of the IOC's sustainability and legacy work by helping bid cities transform
themselves into places where cycling is a preferred way of getting around, making those cities
better places to exercise, live and work.
The election manifesto of Cookson comprised primarily of adopting a "zero tolerance" approach
to doping in cycling to combat problems in the sport. After defeating Pat McQuaid to become
the UCI President last September, Brian Cookson decided to establish an independent audit for
looking into the approach of the International Cycling Union (UCI). The audit recommended
"urgent" improvements to the anti-doping practices of the world governing body of cycling. It
recommended that the possibilities for advance-testing should be eliminated and a Therapeutic
Use Exemption Committee should be established.
The audit team added that risk assessment should be regularized and documented as per the
International Standard for Testing and communication between the CADF and LADS relating to
results management should be clarified and formalized. It also remarked that UCI and Cycling
Anti-Doping Foundation (CADF) rules and procedures should be altered to align them with the
revised World Anti-Doping Code. CADF looks after anti-doping for the UCI.
The audit team included Anne Cappelen, director of systems and results management at AntiDoping Norway and Marjorit Nurmi, quality manager at the Finnish Anti-Doping Agency. After
this audit, Cookson remarked he was pleased that the audit found that the Biological Passport
program is outstanding and that results management is excellent and had remarked that the

UCI will now make the necessary changes to policies, structures, and procedures in order to
further improve the program and ensure compliance with the 2015 WADA code.

