Rita Jeptoo Banned For Two Years
Athletics Kenya has announced that Rita Jeptoo, winner of the Boston and Chicago marathons,
has banned for two years after she failed a drugs test.
The 33yearold marathon runner from Kenya, a threetime winner of the Boston Marathon and
twotime winner of the Chicago Marathon, tested positive for the bloodboosting drug
Erythropoietin (EPO). Both her A and B samples tested positive. Erythropoietin is a protein
hormone that is produced by the kidney and has the ability to stimulate the production of red blood
cells in the body when released into the blood stream. EPO is commonly used by longdistance
runners and cyclists to increase the oxygen carrying capacity of the body.
Jeptoo, in her defense, said the banned substances may have originated from a drug that she
prescribed to take by a local hospital after a minor road accident. The samples of Jeptoo came
from an outofcompetition event in Kenya on September 25, a few weeks before the Chicago
race.
Jeptoo won the Boston Marathon three times. The Marathon Queen set Boston's course record in
2014 with a time of 2 hours, 18.57 minutes and she also won the Boston Marathon in 2006 and
2013. Jeptoo coupled her Boston Marathon 2013 and 2014 wins with Chicago Marathon titles in
each of those falls.
Jeptoo has been suspended from all forms of competition up until October 29, 2016 that rule her
out of the world championships in Beijing this summer and the Rio Olympics the following year.
Financial rewards associated with winning the 2013/14 World Marathon Majors have already been
rescinded.
According to a statement from Athletics Kenya (AK), Jeptoo will miss out on the Rio Olympics. It
was remarked that Athletics Kenya would like to confirm that it has suctioned Jeptoo for two years
effective from October 30, 2014 to October 29, 2016 follow the results of sample A and B sample
having used the prohibited substance EPO. AK president, Isaiah Kiplagat said, that is the end of
this case and we are now looking forward to working with the government’s AntiDoping Agency of
Kenya in partnering to fight doping in our sport.
The coach and agent of Rita Jeptoo will not be sanctioned. With the doping ban, the marathon
champion will be be stripped of her titles and earnings in the period under review and will also
lose out on the 500,000 U.S. dollars World Marathon Majors series jackpot she won after
conquering backtoback victories at the Boston and Chicago marathons in 2013 and 2014.

Wilfred Bungei, the retired Beijing 2008 Olympics champion, said our runners should not take the
short route to success and he hopes this will serve a lesson to those who want to follow in her
path to stop using drugs such as EPO which are deliberate since they are injected. Wilson
Kipsang, the former world marathon record holder, said it wasn’t good news especially to athletes
who have been running at the top with good times and added it is something government should
go deep and intervene to ensure it doesn’t happen again because it doesn’t portray a good image
to our country.

