AntiDoping Advisers Resign Over 'Ignored' Suggestions
Three antidoping advisers to the world governing body of swimming have submitted their
resignations. Professor Andrew Pipe has left his role as chairman of the body's doping
control review board, as have two other members of the eightstrong panel.
In a letter to the governing body, the experts added that the failure of FINA to enact other
recommendations that the doping control review board has made in the past, is
incompatible with our dedication to clean sport and optimal antidoping practice.
The antidoping advisers remarked FINA ignored a call to ban some Russian athletes
from Rio 2016. Seven swimmers competed at the recently concluded Rio Olympics
despite bans from the board for doping violations. Those banned by the board included
Yulia Efimova who won two silver medals in the women's 100m and 200m breaststroke
events.
The resignation letter of Pipe criticized FINA over its handling of the process. In the letter,
the chairman of the body's doping control review board said we were disappointed to note
that our recommendations were not followed – and even more disappointed to receive no
specific response to a subsequent written request for information regarding the reasons
for FINA’s decision. It also said we learned of FINA's decisions regarding the eligibility of
Russian competitors only by observing the Olympic competition.
The FINA Doping Control Review Board (DCRB) is composed by eight persons appointed
by the Bureau. A majority of the DCRB members shall be either physicians licensed in
internal medicine, endocrinology, clinical pharmacology or sports medicine, with
experience in antidoping practices or analytical chemists with experience in WADA
accredited laboratories or their equivalent. The Doping Control Review Board may review
and make recommendations to the Bureau regarding the doping control program of FINA
and may make proposals for additions or amendments to the Doping Control Rules for
consideration by the Congress. The DCRD is also entrusted with the task of approving
the Therapeutic Use Exemptions on behalf of FINA in accordance with the FINA Doping
Control Rules and WADA Code.

In its defense, FINA remarked it provided the advice to the International Olympic
Committee and the Court of Arbitration for Sport and also commented that it was not
responsible for the final outcome.
FINA president Dr Julio C Maglione said the world governing body of swimming always
coordinates with all stakeholders in the sport movement to assure that transparency and
zero tolerance in the fight against doping is in place, thus protecting the clean athletes.
Maglione added please rest assured that we will continue the same policy in fighting
against doping without any limitation, equally applying the doping control rules to all
athletes and all FINA Member Federations.
Many criticized FINA for resisting suggestions to retest samples taken at the 2015 world
championships hosted by Russia. The doping case of China’s star swimmer Sun Yang, a
twotime 2012 Olympic freestyle gold medalist, was shrouded in mystery two years back.
The positive test of Yang was for a banned stimulant and subsequent threemonth ban
was confirmed in China and by the world governing body of swimming only after it was
served.

