NADOs Accused Of Abusing Authority
The head of a key State Duma has claimed that countries calling for Russia to be banned from Winter
Olympic Games in Pyeongchang next year have exceeded their authority.
Mikhail Degtyarev, chairman of the State Duma Committee on Physical Culture, Sport, Tourism and
Youth Affairs, has claimed unfair pressure was being put on the International Olympic Committee to ban
Russia. Degtyarev added these are attempts to exert pressure on Russia and the International Olympic
Committee and added this is unfair competition. Degtyarev also commented that he is sure that athletes
whose anti-doping agencies try to exert pressure on Russia by non-sporting methods would not support
this and also commented that everyone acknowledges that without Russian athletes sport cannot be
full-fledged in principle.
A total of 17 countries, who are members of the Institute of National Anti-Doping Organizations
(iNADO), demanded that Russia be barred from Pyeongchang 2018 after allegations in the McLaren
Report of "institutionalized doping" involving the Russian government.
In a statement, the NADOs had said the Russian Olympic Committee was at best negligently oblivious to
the corruption of its anti-doping program that was delivered by the Russian Anti-Doping Agency. The
statement further reads that the Russian Anti-Doping Agency was complicit, or even an active player, in
the corruption and added that many clean athletes were hurt by this, including Russians. The statement
said there must be consequences for this gross misconduct.
The iNADO statement was condemned by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) President Sir Craig
Reedie and the International Olympic Committee (IOC). Reedie accused the NADOs of looking
"backwards rather than forwards".
Russia is likely to escape a blanket ban from next year's Winter Olympic Games after the calls from a
group of National Anti-Doping Organizations (NADOs) to exclude them from Pyeongchang 2018 were
dismissed by the IOC. In the past, the IOC had suggested that Russia is likely to avoid a blanket ban when
they amended the Olympic Charter to include a statute that allows them to fine teams and athletes for
doping and competition manipulation. The developments came as interim reports from two IOC
Commissions - led by Samuel Schmid and Denis Oswald - into Russian doping were presented to the
membership.
Oswald, who was entrusted with the task of looking into allegations of sample manipulation, claimed
they had enough to sanction some of the athletes implicated in the Richard McLaren report. The interim
report of Schmid shed little light on the present state of his investigation that was focused on the
alleged institutional conspiracy involving the Russian Government.
Oswald added we are working as quickly as we can but at the same time we have to respect the process
that is in place. He commented it is a difficult task because we had to go through a lot of documents to
find the evidence and it is not an easy case.

IOC members lined up to criticize the NADOs for their statement following the presentations of the
reports from Schmid, Oswald, and the World Anti-Doping Agency.

